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FACING CLIMATE CHANGE

Rev. Steven Toyoshima

hat would we do if Waikiki beach disappeared? Where would we live

if places like Southern California were submerged by the rising sea
level brought on by climate change? How can we survive the heat waves and
weather disasters stirred by rising ocean temperatures?

These are things that | have been thinking about since
the report on climate change was released by the United
Nations’ climate researchers. The world is heating up and
we are feeling the effects. The last few summers have
consistently seen record heat waves, giant wildfires and
flooding around the world.

Before the pandemic, | was part of the Hawaii
Association of International Buddhists book club reading
David Loy’s book, “Ecodharma.” David Loy is a Zen teacher
and professor of comparative religions who writes about ~ Rev. Steve Toyoshima
socially active Buddhism. The book discusses how to look at and approach the
gigantic issue of climate disaster from a Buddhist perspective.

Llke the first step in Alcoholics Anonymous, the jumping-off point
is to understand that there is a problem and that we as human beings
are responsible for it. Gigantic amounts of money have been spent on

a campaign to convince us that the damage that human beings have
(contdonp.2)
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Waves breach makeshift sand barriers at Ft. Derussy in this Hawaii and Pacific Islands King
Tides Project photo from 2017. It provides a stark preview of how global warming and sea
level rise will affect low-lying areas such as this section of Waikiki Beach in the years to come.
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FACING CLIMATE CHANGE (contdfromp.1)

done to the environment is minimal and that it is too
expensive or risky to change the way that we consume
natural resources.

Human beings consume natural resources to live,
to create, to eat. This has been the case since the first
humans walked the earth, but advancements in our
technology has made it possible for us to extract these
resources faster than ever before. We have become a
global economy, harvesting resources not just for our
local communities but to be sold to the entire world.

In “Ecodharma,” Prof. Loy talks about how the worldwide
demand for raw tuna for sushi and sashimi has put the
bluefin tuna in danger of extinction. Instead of trying to
change our eating habits or practicing more sustainable
farming, companies have begun stockpiling frozen tuna in
giant freezers in order to make a bigger profit selling them
after the global supply has been exhausted.

We are still living with the mindset that human
beings are masters of the Earth and are entitled to do
whatever we want with it. Through our egotistical view,
we see ourselves and Nature as being separate.

Much like how we cling to the idea of staying healthy
and young forever, it feels like humanity would be able to

grow and prosper forever. The reality of life is that human
civilization is more fragile than we could imagine.

Life is able to exist on this planet due to the countless
interconnected living things both visible and invisible.
We all are in a delicate balance, depending on each other
to survive. The animals and plants that we consume to
survive, the water we need to drink, the air we breathe,
all of these are being harmed and destroyed by the
pollution we are creating and resources we are hoarding.

| often use the metaphor of the Two-Headed Bird
that is mentioned in the Amida Sutra as an example of
the dangers of our self-centeredness while living in an
interconnected world. Like these two-headed birds, we
share the same body (the Earth) with all other living
beings. If we kill these other living beings and destroy the
environment in pursuit of short term economic gain we
as a species will be destroyed as well.

The UN report makes it clear that climate change
is already happening and that it would take a gigantic
restructuring of the way that we consume, power our
machines and live in order to avoid a larger catastrophe.
Will we as a species learn to live seeing ourselves as only
one part of a gigantic ecosystem or will we continue to
wait until Waikiki vanishes beneath the waves?

In Gassho,
Rev. Steven Toyoshima
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Rev Steve assists Blsho Ken in chanting at Maklkl Japanese Naval Cemetery, where 16
Meiji-era Japanese sailors are buried. The “Chin Kon” (Repose of Souls) memorial pays
tribute to all those who sacrificed their lives in Hawaiian waters in service to their countries.

to officiate the chanting of the
Tanbutsuge sutra at the annual Hawaii
Meijikai ceremony.

Among attendees at the COVID-
limited service were the Consul General
of Japan in Honolulu and key staff, senior
officers of the Japan Maritime, Air and
Ground Self Defense Forces assigned to
U.S. military component command
headquarters in Hawaii as well as other
Japanese American community leaders.

Bon memorial service conducted at
Makiki Japanese Naval Cemetery
Japanese sailors from the Meiji
era as well as American service men
and women who died in the line of

duty in Hawaiian waters were
remembered at a bon service held
Aug. 14 at the Makiki Japanese
Naval Cemetery in Honolulu.
Bishop Kenjun Kawawata and
Rev. Steve Toyoshima were invited

'The Buddhist Temples of Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii invite you to

]om hundreds of others around the world on Zoom’ a
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ng your bell forthe
.Internatlonal Day of Peace

" Tuesday, Sept. 21
9:01 am

Pre-celebration at 8:30 am on Zoom

Register at https://hongwanjihawaii.com/peaceday2021
Rene Mansho, Peace Day Committee Chair, (808) 291-6151

renemansho@hawaii.rr.com

Special guest appearance by

4 With gratitude to our Peace Co-Sponsors: o { Ahachd wash lod
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mbassador for Hawaii-Honolulu, University of ﬁawan— LS
Peace Day Manoa & KTUH Radio

Boost your donation through

Foodland Give Aloha program

Once again, Foodland and the
Western Union Foundation has
pledged $300,000 to match your
donation to Higshi Hongwanji abd
other non-profit organizations up
to $249 per person made at any
Foodland store.

Here’s what you need to do to
increase your donation dollars to
our temple with Give Aloha dollars
through the month of September:

« At any of the store checkout lanes
(or at a service window), show your
Mai‘kai card. If you don’t have one,
no worries! Just ask for one.

« Tell the cashier you'd like to make
a Give Aloha donation to Higashi
Hongwaniji, or give our 5-digit

code number 78784.
i Available Sept. 1-30
’-—, —_
give aloha

+ Inform the cashier of the amount of
your donation up to $249. If you're
buying other groceries at the same
time, the amount will be added to
your total. No purchase necessary.
You can pay in cash, by check or
by credit/debit card.

Keep the receipt for income tax
purposes, since it is your official
record of your tax-deductible
contribution to our 501(c)(3)
charitable organization.

Ask for a duplicate receipt, which
you may want to send/email to us
so we can acknowledge your gift.
Unless you tell us, we won't know
who the donation is from.

Please consider this great
opportunity to boost your temple
donation—especially during our
continuing pandemic situation—with
Foodland’s matching gift. But hurry...
program ends Sept. 30!




Activities calendar modified for September

As hospitals reach capacity with
record high levels of COVID-19
infections on Oahu, we've modified
our activities schedule for September,
and possibly longer. The health and
safety of our temple ohana remains
uppermost in our minds.

Sunday services
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Shotsuki memorial services
Funeral/anniversary services

Ukulele band practice

Karaoke Night at the Betsuin
Basic Buddhism discussion group
Larger/Amida Sutra study classes
Oko/Tea Time discussion group
Movie night

Art of Paper Folding class

BR%—

Since most of our activities feature
convenient virtual options, we'd like
to encourage our members to stay
home if possible and participate
remotely. If you have questions,
please call us at (808) 531-9088 or
email betsuin@hhbt-hi.org.

Remote viewing strongly encouraged
Social distanced seating up to 24;
remote viewing also available

Zoom only

Temporarily suspended
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starting at10:00 am
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All classes conducted online
with Zoom video chat on
computer or mobile device.
email betsuine b’c-lﬁi.ore; orca
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(808)531-9088 for details. There is
no ¢l aréle to Parhcnpate A" times
are Hawaii Standard Time.
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hohei Ohtani’s dominance at the

plate, mound and base paths all
at the same time continues to amaze
baseball fans and non-fans as well
worldwide. So can you really blame
me for wondering whether maybe—
just maybe— there’s a connection
between the LA Angels’ All-Star and
the Otani descendants of Shinran
Shonin, our denomination’s founder.

Without checking family registers
or even asking anyone who might
have done some research, it's a pretty
safe bet that the relationship is no
closer than the interconnectedness
that we all share. After all, according
to Myoji-yurai.net, approximately
130,000 folks share the name Otani/
Ohtani, the 155th most common
name in Japan.

What's more, trying to determine
a relationship simply by matching
family names is a hit or miss proposition
at best. Prior to the Meiji Restoration,
the vast majority of Japanese people
did not have family names, as
surnames were a privilege for feudal
lords, samurai and others in the “upper
class.” As part of feudal reform,
everyone was required to register a
surname for the Jinshin Koseki census
of 1872. Many took whatever name
they could or were assigned one by
village officials, often place names.
About 90% of Japanese surnames
come from place names.

While I haven't come any closer to
satisfying my curiosity about a
possible Otani family connection, |
should feel lucky that we're not
looking for a tie with former Seattle
Mariners star, Ichiro Suzuki. There are
approximately 1,791,000 people
named Suzuki, the 2nd most common
surname in Japan.

Have you guessed the #1 name in
Japan? An estimated 1,862,000 people
are named Sato.

—Ken Saiki
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TEMPLE ACTIVITIES CALENDAR

SEPTEMBER

9/1 Wed 530pm Karaoke Night at the Betsuin - Zoom only

9/5 Sun 10 am

Shotsuki memorial service - Facebook/In-person
Dharma message: Rinban Kenjun Kawawata

9/5 Sun 1130am Basic Buddhism discussion - Zoom

9/6 Mon10am
9/12Sun 10 am
9/14 Tue 3 pm
9/14 Tue 6 pm
9/16 Thu 6 pm
9/19 Sun 10 am

9/19Sun 12pm
9/26 Sun 10 am
9/28 Tue 10 am
9/28 Tue 3 pm

LB (BFEEEEER) - Zoom =—F >4
led by Rinban Kenjun Kawawata in Japanese
Amida Sutra study class (English) - Zoom
Sunday service - Facebook Live/In-person
Ukulele band practice - Zoom

The Larger Sutra study class (English) - Zoom
Oko/Tea time gathering -Zoom

Fall Ohigan service - Facebook Live/In-person
Guest speaker: Rev. Akiko Okada - English/Japanese

Betsuin board meeting - Zoom

Sunday service - Facebook Live/In-person
Shinran Shonin memorial service - FB Live
Ukulele band practice - Zoom

9/28 Tue 6:30pm No Movie Night this month

WEEKLY SUNDAY SERVICES: While viewing our Sunday services
virtually on Facebook Live is strongly recommended, in-person
attendance at Sunday services temperature is available, up to
social-distanced seating capacity of 26. Weekly Sunday services
are livestreamed and archived on our public Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/HigashiHongwanjiMission

10/3 Sun10am

OCTOBER

Shotsuki memorial service - Facebook/In-person
Dharma message: Rinban Kenjun Kawawata

10/3 Sun 1130am Basic Buddhism discussion - Zoom

LIPS (BEEEEEHE) - Zoom=—F« >4
led by Rinban Kenjun Kawawata in Japanese

10/4 Mon10 am Amida Sutra study class (English) - Zoom
10/6 Wed530pm Karaoke Night at the Betsuin - Zoom

10/10 Sun10 am
10/12 Tue 3 pm
10.12 Tue 6 pm
10/17 Sun10 am
10/17 Sun 12pm
10/21 Thu 6 pm
10/24 Sun10 am
10/26 Tue 3 pm
10/28 Sat 10 am

Sunday service - Facebook Live/In-person
Ukulele band practice - Zoom/In-person
The Larger Sutra study class (English) - Zoom
Sunday service - Facebook Live/In-person
Betsuin board meeting - Zoom

Oko/Tea time gathering - Zoom

Sunday service - Facebook Live/In-person
Ukulele band practice - Zoom

Shinran Shonin memorial service - FB Live

COLUMBARIUM OPEN DAILY: The columbarium is open for
visitation and floral offerings daily from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.
Morning services are conducted in the columbarium daily
at 7 am. Please observe face mask and social distancing
courtesies when others are present.

Niches are available for purchase by gojikai members. Call
531-9088 or email betsuin@hhbt-hi.org for more information.



