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THE TWO-HEADED BIRD

Rev. Steven Toyoshima

M arch 15 marked the one year anniversary since we held our first
online-only Sunday service in response to the rapidly worsening
COVID-19 pandemic. This was our service for Ohigan, the “Other Shore.”

Now, just over 12 months later and optimism
over coming to the end of the pandemic due to a
year of changing our everyday lives, it feels like we
are closer than ever to reaching the “Other Shore” of
an end to the global pandemic that turned our lives
upside-down.

Although there is hope that we will be able to return
to a more normal way of life, the tragic shootings in
Georgia and Colorado as well as the violent attack on
Higashi Honganji in Los Angeles are a rude reminder
that we are living in a divided world.

Like with anything else that happens in the world, we are taught
that everything arises as the result of innumerable causes and
conditions... nothing exists without something causing it. Racial
prejudice comes from all corners of our society, in subtle and blunt
ways Harmful notions about race are deeply infused in our education,

; laws and in the media we consume every day. We
unknowingly consume these and replicate it in
our everyday lives, and these can boil over into
discrimination and worse.

| recently read an article by Kona
Hongwaniji’s resident minister, Rev.
Blayne Higa, about the Gumyocho,
an unusual two-headed bird that
is described in the Amida Sutra
and can be found in the altar
decorations in many Pure
Land temples. The name
Gumyocho means “shared
life bird” and though the
(contdonp. 2)
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WO-HEADED BIRD (contdfromp. 1)

bird shares the same body, the two
heads Garuda and Upagaruda had
entirely different personalities. Due
to the heads being unable to agree
on when to eat, to play and to sleep
the heads began to hate each other.

Rev. Higa was talking about the
extreme polarization in our society
at the time of the Presidential
election last year, but the story
of the Gumyocho still resonates.

In a fit of rage over Karuda filling
its one stomach beforehand,
Upagaruda decided to punish its
other head by eating a poison fruit.
Of course, this caused both heads
to be poisoned.

Before dying, Upagaruda
realized how its life and death
were innately tied to Garuda
through the body they shared and

it finally understood the Buddhist
teaching of interconnectedness
for the first time. Because of this,
it was born into the Pure Land
and would be described as the
beautiful two-headed bird who
sang the sutras, leading living
beings to enlightenment.

Human beings depend on
our fellow humans as well as all
living things on this planet in
order to survive. The pandemic
revealed how quickly infection
and economic shutdowns could
spread to all parts of the world with
entire industries and economies
suddenly affected. People risking
their lives working in mail delivery,
supermarkets and food service
were key in keeping us all fed and
supplied during the lockdowns.
Unable to gather in person, we
kept in contact and made friends

through our shared interests
through the internet.

In the case of the donations to
the Los Angeles Higashi Honganji,
Rev. Peter Hata told us that many of
the names of donors to repair the
damage done were not Japanese
American or members of the
temple. Despite being from all
different backgrounds, the story of
the vandalism towards the temple
resonated with people who may
never have visited. | hope that
as things become safer we can
continue to support and stand in
solidarity with our fellow foolish,
ordinary beings.

We may not be two-headed
birds, but we will only suffer if we
try to live like we aren't depending
on others.

In Gassho.
Rev. Steven Toyoshima
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News on the

Betsuin Wireless

gl

Rev. Peter Hata of the LA Betsuin was
guest speaker at our virtual Ohigan

Facebook Live and Zoom help
to extend reach of the dharma

Technology has brought us new
ways to share the dharma around
the world. Our guest speaker at the
Betsuin Shinnen Enkai at the end of
February, Rev. Patti Nakai, was able
to tell us about her experiences in
Relying on Kindness on Facebook
Live from her home base, the
Buddhist Temple of Chicago, some
4,000 miles to the east of Honolulu.

Two weeks later, Rev. Dr. Takami
Inoue, a Shin Buddhist Studies
professor at Otani University in Kyoto
led a Hawaii District Dharma
Gathering in a look at faith and true
entrusting in Amida Buddha'’s Vow
during catastrophes and epidemics.
His lecture, Let Us Discover the Joy of
Living - Living in Uncertainty, was
delivered to attendees via a Zoom
presentation from about 4,000 miles
away to the west.

Then on March 14, our guest
speaker for our Ohigan service joined
us virtually from Los Angeles on Zoom
and his message was livestreamed on
Facebook. In his talk, Rev. Peter Hata
of the Higashi Honganji Buddhist
Temple in LA related how the very
heart of Buddhist teaching—of the
interconnected nature of our
lives—was brought very close to
home by the spate of recent anti-
Asian incidents.

v

While acknowledging the true
motive behind the damage at the LA
Betsuin is still unknown, he said the act
of vandalism tops a history of
exclusion, incarceration, harassment
and outright violence Asians have
faced in the past and serves to remind
us we must all continue to listen to the
teaching, wake up to the truth of our
interdependence and have
empathetic concern for each other.

Even as our Hawaii community
progresses through Tier 4 and
eventually settles in to a new normal,
we expect to continue using Facebook
Live and Zoom not only to extend the
reach of our Betsuin services and
programs but also to increase
opportunities for our sangha to listen
to varied and unique perspectives
about the dharma from others.

At the same time, we eagerly look
forward to the day when we can
welcome all members and friends for
face-to-face interaction and fellowship
as soon as safe and practicable.

Calling for favorite recipes for
2022 Hawaii District calendar

With one-fourth of 2021 already
behind us, we're getting ready to
put together next year's Hawaii
District pictorial calendar.

Our plan is to include favorite
family recipes, such as those for
otoki meals brought to the temple
following Sunday services, bon
dance food booth delights and pot
luck specialties.

Cooking and eating together
was an important part of sharing
our diverse traditions, starting with
the fujinkai in earlier times, then
spreading among others in the
temple ohana. We'd like to
highlight these dishes from the
past and present in our 2022
calendar as part of the history and
legacy of Higashi Hongwanji’s more
than a century in Hawaii.

Feel free to get in contact with us
via email at betsuin@hhbt-hi.org
or calling 531-9088.

HBC Buddha Day Hanamatsuri Service

Celebrating the Birth of Shakyamuni Buddha

Date:
Time:
Where:

4

Registration
FREE

Scan the QR code or
use the link below
by April 3 to register.

¥

http://bit.ly/202THBCBD_registration

Sunday, April 4

9:30 am (Hawaii time)

Zoom (registration required; see below)
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Jeff Wilson

Rev. Dr. Jeff Wilson is a professor of Religious Studies and
East Asian Studies at Renison University College, at the
University of Waterloo, Ontario, Canada. In 2018 he was the
Numata Visiting Professor in Buddhist Studies at UH-Manoa.
Dr. Wilson is the author of numerous books, including
Mindful America and Buddhism of the Heart. His current
research is focused on Japanese American Buddhism and social engagement. He
is also an ordained minister in the Honpa Hongwaniji tradition.

Call (808) 522-9200 or (808) 531-9088 for more information.

Donations
welcomed

Scan the QR code or
use the link below to
make donations.

http://bit.ly/2021HBCBD_donations




HIGASHI HONGWANJI HAWAII BETSUIN REOPENING UPDATE

Tier
City & County of Honolulu

Case Count
(7 day average)

Test Positivity Rate

Sunday
services

Shotsuki memorial
services

00 000 00O0OGOGOOGOEOIOSONONOSNOSNONOIOPS
Anniversary
memorial services

Funeral
services

Weddings

Columbarium
(Nokotsudo)

Otani Center
social hall

Conference room

Temple study classes
& activities

TIER 3

)

20-49
1-2.49%

Limited

Limited

24

24

10

10

10

Virtual only

In the interest of the health and safety of our temple
ohana, we have adopted a very conservative approach
to reopening the temple to in-person activities. As
many in our members are in the most vulnerable
groups, we appreciate your understanding. We hope
to welcome everyone once again as soon as conditions
permit. Please observe face mask and social distancing
requirements at all times while on temple grounds.

To minimize risk for all, we encourage joining us at
weekly Sunday services and monthly shotsuki memorial
services via livestreaming from our public Facebook
page. In-person accommodation intended for those
without ready access to such virtual services.

Pre-arranged with social distanced seating in the main
hall, usually reserved for family members. Other desiring
to participate may join virtually from home or anywhere
via Zoom if desired. Please consult a minister to make
arrangements by email at betsuin@hhbt-hi.org or by
calling 531-9088.

Open for visitation and floral offerings daily from 6:30 am
to 5:00 pm. Morning services conducted daily at 7 am.

Re-opening for rental beginning in April for classes,
meetings and other social gatherings, subject to Tier
restrictions on capacity, social distancing spacing and
gathering maximums for the intended activity. Prior
users will have first opportunity to return to previous
schedule. Please email betsuin@hhbt-hi.org or call
531-9088 for availability information.

Basic Buddhism, The Larger Sutra, Meditation
Sutra, Dharma Hawaiians ukulele band, Karaoke
Night, TeaTime Oko, Dharma Gatherings, general
membership, board & other committee meetings.

Tier restrictions and temple reopening strategy subject to change.

Mahalo for your patience and understanding as we look forward to the time we can join together
once again before Amida Buddha without restrictions to listen to the Dharma together.
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TEMPLE ACTIVITIES CALENDAR

APRIL

4/4  Sun 9:30am HBC Buddha Day service - Zoom
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Jeff Wilson, Univ. of Waterloo
Register by 4/3 (see p. 3 for details)

4/5 Mon10am Meditation Sutra study class (English) - Zoom
4/7 Wed5:30 pm Karaoke Night at the Betsuin - Zoom
4/11 Sun 10am Betsuin Hanamatsuri service - Facebook Live
Dharma message: Rev. Akiko Okada

Basic Buddhism discussion - Zoom
LB (BEEEEEHSR) - Zoom=—F+ >4
led by Rinban Kenjun Kawawata in Japanese
Ukulele band practice - Zoom

The Larger Sutra study class (English) - Zoom
Oko/Tea time gathering - Zoom

Shotsuki memorial service - Facebook Live
Dharma message: Rinban Kenjun Kawawata

4/18 Sun 11:30am Betsuin board meeting - Zoom
4/25 Sun 10am Sunday service - Facebook Live
4/27 Tue 3pm  Ukulele band practice - Zoom

4/28 Wed10am Shinran Shonin memorial service
Facebook Live

4/11 Sun 12pm

4/13 Tue 3pm
4/13 Tue 6pm
4/15 Thu 6 pm
4/18 Sun 10am

WEEKLY SUNDAY SERVICES: For the health and safety of our
Betsuin ohana, in-person attendance at Sunday services is
limited. We suggest you view our livestreamed Sunday services
on our public Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/
HigashiHongwanjiMission

MAY

5/2 Sun 10am Shotsuki memorial service - Facebook Live
Dharma message: Rinban Kenjun Kawawata

5/2 Sun 12pm Basic Buddhism discussion - Zoom
{LBANFT (BEEEEHE) - Zoom=—F+ >4
led by Rinban Kenjun Kawawata in Japanese

5/3 Mon 10am Meditation Sutra study class (English) - Zoom

5/5 Wed 5:30pm Karaoke Night at the Betsuin - Zoom

5/9 Sun 10am Mother’s Day family service - Facebook Live

5/11 Tue 3pm  Ukulele band practice - Zoom

5/11 Tue 6 pm The Larger Sutra study class (English) - Zoom

5/16 Sun 10am Tanjo-e service - Facebook Live

5/16 Sun 11:30am Betsuin board meeting - Zoom

5/20 Thu 6pm Oko/Tea time gathering-Zoom

5/23 Sun 10am Sunday service - Facebook Live

5/25 Tue 3 pm Ukulele band practice - Zoom

5/28 Fri 10 am Shinran Shonin memorial service
Facebook Live

5/30 Sun 10am AllWars Memorial service - Facebook Live

COLUMBARIUM OPEN DAILY: The columbarium is open for
visitation and floral offerings daily from 6:30 am to 5:00 pm.
Morning services are conducted in the columbarium daily
at 7 am. Please observe face mask and social distancing
courtesies when others are present.

Niches are available for purchase by gojikai members.



