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OBON: A SUMMER TRADITION IN HAWAII

ummer signals bon dance season in Hawaii. On any given weekend you'll
find obon services and bon dances going on somewhere in the Islands.
Many people in Hawaii enjoy the excitement and food at bon dances.

Besides being an opportunity to meet friends, obon is a time to express
gratitude to the people who lived before us. This year we celebrate the
anniversary of the arrival of “Gannennmono,” a group of Japanese who came
to Hawaii in 1868 to work on the plantations. Largely as a result of their
efforts and enduring hardships, our generation today can enjoy peaceful
lives in Hawaii. So naturally we bow down our heads, express our deep
gratitude to and respect for the brave pioneers who preceded us.

Obon is a time to remind us of how much our parents and grandparents,
our ancestors have done to help make our lives happy. Okagesama de, we are
what we are because of them. Obon is an opportunity to rejoice in the life
we enjoy. We express gratitude for all of the causes and conditions, past and
present, that help sustain our lives.

Expressing our gratitude and respect to our ancestors gives us a chance to
think about our own lives and the kinds of gifts ancestors left for us. We should
also think about the kind of gift can we leave for our
children and all the succeeding generations.

Obon is indeed a big celebration of our lives, and our
beloved ones are giving us a chance to hear the Dharma
for deeper and more meaningful lives.

See you in the bon dance circle!

In gassho,
Rinban Kenjun Kawawata
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The Manto-e Tradition° 2018 Higashi Hongwanji Betsuin

Decoratmg the summersky w m m O
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Long ago in India, wherever the Buddha delivered a NEW THIS YEAR!
sermon, the sangha—those who came to listen— < llumination Garden AMPLE PARKING
would each light a candle. The sangha became so « Peace Light Tunnel Lanakila Elem. School
nulr\grous thaton ’cheseI o%casions, the lights came to be . Gannenmono lantern wall across Alaneo St.
called Manto, or 10,000 lights. Eindi

The tradition of Manto-e was started in Japan about ?::Z:Zi;iggﬁz;ss Aa&ggz‘:chpﬁcﬁﬁ!\m
1,200 years ago during the reign of Emperor Shomu. . Senior health & fitness below N. School St.

Once a year 10,000 lights were lit in honor of the Buddha
around the Todaiji Temple in Nara.

Higashi Hongwaniji Mission of Hawaii celebrates the
tradition of the Manto-e at our bon dance. Our Manto-e
service is held at 6:30 pm on July 20 and 21 at the foot of
the yagura. This year we will also pay special tribute to the
Gannenmono pioneers who arrived 150 years ago.

With your donation of $20 for each lantern you may
wish to offer in memory of a departed relative or friend,
we will write his or her name, along with your name as
the donor, on a small tablet to be hung from each lantern.
The custom-made lanterns from Japan can be picked up
and are yours to keep after the bon dance.
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MANTO-E LANTERN APPLICATION FORM ‘ : ey Hawaii Eisa Shinyuu Kai

BITIRTHAS
Here’s my donation of $ for lanterns in memory of:
Name Bl Dharma name &%

« FREE kids’ crafts & games  Free shuttle service available

Our perennially popular bon dance performance groups:
« Fukushima Bon Dance Club  « Ilwakuni Odori Aiko Kai
» Harada NaoAtsusa-kai

- -
Q{Shql;o’?' Dazz Toguchi
Semi-classicaliJapanese/Dance Master

And for the other bon dance weekends, don't forget
our sister Higashi Hongwanji Hawaii District temples:

food booths open 5:30 pm; service 6 pm

Palolo Hongwanji: July 27 & 28, 6:30 - 9:30 pm; food

Donor’s name F{I&% Phone &5% booths open 5:30 pm; service 6 pm

Waimea Higashi Hongwaniji: July 27 & 28, service 6 pm
Make check payable to Higashi Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii
1685 Alaneo St., Honolulu, HI 96817 - @ 531-9088

i Kaneohe Higashi Hongwaniji: July 7, 6:30 - 10 pm;

Hilo Higashi Hongwaniji: Aug. 11, 6:30 pm; service 6 pm
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2018 Higashi Hongwanji Betsuin

Bonestival
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Friday, July 20 & Saturday, July 21, 5:30 - 10 pm
1685 Alaneo St. (corner N. Kuﬁmnakila Elementary School)

Hlumination Garden
Peace Light Tunnel
Community information
o Discovering Your Roots -
Geneale gy
+» Kenjinkai prefectural club
information & referral
« Senior health & fitness
o Free crafts & games lor kids
« Basic Buddhism

...and lots more!

Bon g
Tuesday, July 172
e mgashi Hon

gwa“]‘

( b' "»‘ man\ Ceﬂ‘ef
WEEE

8:30
5:48
8:15
6:20
6:45

T w'* ,

1S0TH ANNIVERSARY
GANNENMONO LANTERN
TRIBUTE WALL
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BON FESTIVAL SCHEDULE
Friday, 7/20 & Saturday, 7/231

Yatai food booths open!

Harada NaoAtsusa-kal minyo performanse (Friday only)

Mantee candle prosession
Gannenmono Manto-€ service
Bon dancing beging, led by:
* Honohihu Fukushima Bon Danoz Club —
* Iwakuni Odori Atko Kal %"
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*Bhoho” Dazz Toguchi performance
Semiclassical Japanese Dance Master
Bon daneing continues, led by:
» Hon Fukushima Bon Dange Club
(Yagura-gumi)
+ Hawail Risa Shinyuu Kal
with Grant “Sandsa” Murass jikata
« Hon Fukughima Bon Dance Club
* [wakuni Odori Aiko Kai
+ Hon Pukughima (Yagura-gumi)

10:00 Closing
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| to our community partners

The Aikido Ohana
Aloha Mustanyg &
{ '(_'n' '.\.' ( "'“.'i'_'-‘ 2 ’.’f'”l'll'll'i
City Ml

Giood Shepherd Church
Harada

Hawan Eisa Shinyiuikar

NaoAtswesa - Kt

Hawai Tokar University

Hawaii Hiroshima Heritage
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Higashi Hongwanji Hawaii
District

Honolulu Fukushima Bon
Dance Club

Iwakuni Odort Atko Ki
Kaneohe Higashi Hongwani
Kuakin Health Foundation
Lanakila Elementary School
Lanakila Pacific

Likelike Elenmentary School
A"n.'n"-.'u' 11-1-'1‘\“ wanyl
Shimazu Shave lee
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ADDITIONAL
PARKING!
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Ample parking at Lanakila Elem. School across Alaneo St.! Overflow parking at
Likelike Elem. School below School St. (shuttie van service available)




Rev. Noriaki Fujimori introduced
the Hawaii District’s new theme,
“Let Us Discover the Joy of Living”
(EEDEUVZRDITLD) by telling
the story of his own futile pursuit of
the “Bluebird of Happiness.”

After trying to chase down the
elusive bird and questioning who he
was himself, he came to realize that
joy and happiness was always right
before his eyes in Shin Buddhism.

Rennyo Shonin's collaborative
learning approach and Shinran
Shonin's non-traditional approach
to bringing Buddha's teaching to the
masses had made the benefits of
Buddhism available to everyone.

What makes one happy? Those
attending shared examples such
as personal accomplishments,
connections with the deceased and
appreciation of Nature.

But what is happiness? Costa
Rica is ranked the "Happiest Place
on Earth! Is it the same feeling as
expressed by the joy and happiness
inherent in the Japanese word
yorokobi? Some felt that perhaps in
other cultures, the emotion might
be more accurately described as
“satisfaction” or “contentment.”’

No doubt happiness is different
things to different people.

et Us Discover the J;; (.)f Living
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Rev. Fujimori of Palolo Hongwaniji was our
guest speaker at Otani Center on June 24.

’Hi’gasﬁi ?(ongwmg’i ‘Mission @C Hawaii
and its Board of Directors
corofiaffy invite you to attend the

Obon Service and Hatsu Bon Service
Sunc[ay, ju@ 8, 2018
10:00 a.m.
fng(isﬁ Sermon By Rev. Bert Sumikawa
Minister, Kailua ﬂ-[ongwanji

Otoki refresﬁments immecfiatefy foffowing the service

The Obon Service is held to remember our ancestors and to celebrate our life,
and is one of the most important observances of the year. Please join us and
gather again this year to resolve to deepen our understanding of Buddhism.

Brief biography of guest minister, Rev. Bert Sumikawa

Bert Sumikawa was born in Pearl City Peninsula and moved
to Kailua after the 5th grade and graduated from lolani School.
He received a B.S. degree in Zoology with a minor in Philosophy
and Theology from Marquette University, where he attended
Dental School and graduated with a Doctor of Dental Surgery
degree, followed by a residency in Pediatric Dentistry at the
Wisconsin Children’s Hospital.

After taking all of the required courses at the Institute of
Buddhist Studies, he received Tokudo and Kyoshi certification, and was appointed
Kaikyoshi. Having served at the Kapolei Buddhist Sangha, Honpa Hongwanji
Hawaii Betsuin and most recently at Moiliili Hongwaniji, he is now serving at Kailua
Hongwanji and as Chaplain at the Pacific Buddhist Academy.

His maternal great-grandfather was a Christian minister in Kobe and his
maternal grandfather was a long-time Christian minister in Waimea, Kauai, after
first serving at the Lihue Christian Church.
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News on the

Clockwise, from top left: Rev. Kikuchi, Margaret
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Hamachi & Rev. Kita perform ’Hanags Ondo”

on stage at JCCH Manoa Grand Ballroom; Rev. Kita, Ken Saiki, Faye Shigemura & Rev. Kikuchi
greeted Japan’s Prince & Princess Akishino at a Thomas Square tree-planting ceremony; Atsuko

Nonaka & Kumiko Sakai at the Harada NaoAtsusa-kai Gannenmono Folk Song Charity Show

at Ala Moana Hotel’s Hibiscus Ballroom; Fay & Ray Uyema wish Marian Tsuji well as she departs
her post as CEO at a Lanakila Pacific; Faye Shigemura awash in lei at her installation as president

of the United Japanese Society of Hawaii, with Marion Kanemori, plus Deputy Consul General

Takayuki Shinozawa & UJSH Immediate Past President Sheree Tamura. Center: Ken Saiki
shares his thoughts on the June-July “Wisdom of Hawaii’s Elders” segment on KIKU-TV.

Betsuin members out & about
for June community activities

In June we found ourselves with
more than a typical month’s share of
news and photos of our board and
Betsuin members fulfilling their
roles in the myriad activities that
make a community function.

The month marked 150 years
since the arrival of the Gannenmono,
the first group of Japanese emigrants,
which spawned a flurry of anniversary
events in Hawaii. Temple members
had vital roles in assisting in several,
including a convention/symposium
for Nikkei from around the world, a
minyo charity show and events for
imperial family members, Prince and
Princess Akishino.

In June Betsuin President Faye
Shigemura and resident minister
Rev. Koen Kikuchi were installed as
president and director, respectively,
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of the United Japanese Society of Hawaii
for the 2018-2018 year.

There are still other Gannenmono
events coming up. Check activities on
the web at www.kizuna-hawaii.com.

JUIY movie selection, Eyes on Me,
will definitely capture your heart
This heartful 2015 film directed by
Junichi Kanai was shot entirely on
location in Wakayama. Naoto Hatano
(Hisashi Yoshizawa) runs a beauty salon
on a shopping street of Wakayama City
while his wife, Kyoko (So Hirosawa),
teaches calligraphy on the 2nd floor.
Kyoko, who has no children, is drawn to
a seven-year-old student, Seto Saki
(Riko Masuda) and treats her like her
own daughter. After a certain incident,
however, all contact with the girl is lost.
Ten years have passed. Naoto, a
widower of five years, receives a call
from Saki. She has lost her eyesight
completely and is now living in a

Betsuin Wireless

dormitory at a school for the blind.
Middle-aged Naoto, realizing her
loneliness, tries as much as possible
to cheer her up...

Also starring Takemi Fujii, Chinu
Izumi, Miyoko Yoshimoto and Masao
Komatsu. 2015. 96 minutes.

Showtime: 6:30 pm, Tuesday, July
24,96 min. Color. Japanese audio,
English subtitles. Free admission.
Light refreshments, or bring to share!
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TEMPLE ACTIVITIES CALENDAR

JULY AUGUST
7/1  Sun 10am Shotsuki service/Sunday school 8/5 Sun 10am Shatsuki service/Sunday school
Dharma message: Rinban Ken Kawawata 8/5 Sun 12pm ;nc‘:lebLaéignebrasnulg?/v Satvl:/(aj')c/acilssjsa hese
e . e
Zg ;m 12 pm Omlg?kl polishing of altar accessories ﬂﬁiéﬁ EE e P
on 10am Betsuin study class BERE /LS ERCS |
7/8 Sun 10am Obon/Hatsubon service ; 8/6 Mon 10am Betsuin study class
Rev. Bert Sumikawa of Kailua Hongwanji Fukuhara Conference Room
7/10 Tue 3pm  Ukulele class/band practice 8/9 Thu 7pm The Larger Sutra study class
7/12 Thu 7pm The Larger Sutra study class (English) led by Rinban Kawawata in English
7/15 Sun 10am Sunday service/Sunday school Fukuhara Conference Room
Dharma message: Rev. Koen Kikuchi 8/12 Sun 10am Sunday service/Sunday school
7/15 Sun 12pm Betsuin board meeting 8/14 Tue 3pm Ukulele class/band practice
7/16 Mon 10am Betsuin study class 8/19 Sun 10am Sunday service/Sunday school
7/17 Tue 7pm Bon dance practice until 9 pm 8/19 Sun 12pm Betsuin board meeting
7/17 Tue 7pm  0O-ko: Dharma discussion at Kaneohe 8/20 Mon 10am Betsuin study class
7/20 Fri  5:30 pm Betsuin Bon Festival Food booths open Fukuhara Conference Room
& & 6:30pm Manto-e service 8/21 Tue 7pm  0-ko: Dharma discussion at Betsuin
7/21 Sat 7 pm Bon dance until 10 pm 8/25 Sat 10am Hawaii District meeting
7/22 Sun 9am  Bondance cleanup (no Sunday service) Fukuhara Conference Room
7/24 Tue 3pm  Ukulele class/band practice 8/26 Sun 10am Sunday service/Sunday school
7/24 Tue 6:30pm Movie night: EyesonMe 5 & 2 (2016) 8/28 Tue 10am Shinran Shonin memorial service
7/28 Sat 10am Shinran Shonin memorial service 8/28 Tue 3pm Ukulele class/band practice
7/29 Sun 10am Sunday service/Sunday school 8/28 Tue 6:30pm Movie night: Augustin Tokyo (2014)
Dharma message: Rinban Kawawata BOINSTIRESR
7/29 Sun 12pm Artof Paper Folding class Fukuhara Conference Room

Everyone is welcome to join the morning chanting held at 7 am daily (except on Sundays & the 28th day of the month) in the Betsuin main hall.



