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What is onenju?
What is it for?
Why should I have onenju?

lled juzu or ojuzu.
iy, How about

onenju. So, | Would like to share the meaning of onerfju in today s dharma talk.

Does everyone have an onenju? It is generally understood that one
should bring an onenju when attending a Buddhist service. Or, one is told
that bringing an onenju is a rule of a temple, denomination, or this religion.

In the past, when adults and ministers were strict, | heard that they
used to say, “You don't have to think about the reason, just bring it. That
is the correct way.” But now, | have a contrary mind, and | am not such an
obedient person, so | always ask why | have to do something in a certain
way. Or, | don't like to be forced by someone, so | don't want to just follow
what someone tells me. | think we always need to think about why we do
something. Questioning is very important.

The origin of prayer beads comes from old India, or old Hinduism. Later,
Shakyamuni Buddha also used prayer beads. In a Buddhism sutra, there is a
story about Shakyamuni Buddha and a king. The king
asked Shakyamuni Buddha how he could govern his
country peacefully. Then, Shakyamuni Buddha taught
the king to make prayer beads to meditate about,
think about, and recite The Three Treasures, which
are the Buddha, Dharma and Sangha. Then, he could
attain calmness and relief in his mind without any
blind passions, or bonno, so that he would be able to
govern a country peacefully. Holding prayer beads was
suggested in this sutra, and that was for counting the
number of times one completes the cycle to meditate
about, think about, and recite The Three Treasures.
Meditating, thinking and reciting is one bead.

The prayer beads spread to China and Japan, where they are traditionally
used to count the number of times a mantra is recited, breaths are taken
while meditating, prostrations are made, or repetitions are made of a
Buddha’s name. Because they are used for counting something, in Japan the
string of beads are called juzu (31#k), which means “beads for counting.”

But earlier | called this an onenju. So, why do we call prayer beads onenju?

Onenju (&:&EK) means “beads for meditating about Buddha or
reciting Buddha's name,” not for counting something. This is because our
denomination, Jodo Shin Buddhism, doesn't require a specific number of
Nembutsu. The teaching doesn’t say how many times we have to recite, but
it emphasizes more about how and why we do Nembutsu. So, we don’t call
prayer beads juzu, but rather we call them as onenju.

(contdonp.2)
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ONENUJU (contd fromp. 1)

Then, even though we don't
have to count Nembutsu, why do
we hold onenju when we attend a
Buddhist service? | think there are
two reasons. One is “proper attire”
and the other is “attitude.”

As an example for “proper
attire,” when we attend a formal
reception or formal party, we wear
formal attire. To hold prayer beads
is the same as this. When we attend
a Buddhist service, we have prayer
beads. Rennyo Shonin said that
without carrying the prayer beads,
itis as if they grasped the Buddha
with bare hands. The master
certainly never said that we should
venerate the Buddha by discarding
the beads.

In considering “attitude,”
Rennyo Shonin mentioned that to
hold the beads is to show respect
for the Buddha. This is the correct
“attitude” to hold the beads. We
always hold the beads with Gassho.
We put the beads on our hands
in Gassho. This is for expressing
respect for others.

Let me give you an example.
When we do Gassho, or put our
hands together, it means “l respect
you and | don’t want to offend you.”
When we fight with others, our
hands are not together in the style
of boxing, judo or karate. So, to hold
the prayer beads means to show
respect for the Buddha and others.

When we show our respect, we
do something respectfully. When |
was in Japan, my teacher taught me
that our human nature is like this:
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%1 or when we first enter a room,
we open the sliding door with
using both hands. But, as we get
used to it, we open the door with
one hand. Finally, we open the door
with using a foot. This is what my
teacher taught me of human nature
again and again.

By the way, what does the
string of prayer beads mean? As
you know, each bead shows our
blind passion or deluded mind
such as our three poisons. So, the
meaning of holding the beads is to
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hold our own blind passions.

But there may be many
interpretations. Holding the beads
helps us to remember that we are
filled with blind passions. In our
daily lives, we forget about our blind
passions, and become self-centered
and think in a one-sided way.

But the beads are a reminder
for us. The blind passions
themselves are not good or bad.
They are human nature. The blind
passions will become treasures for
us. The value and quality will be
transformed without any changes
in appearance. Each bead is linked
by the string of deepest wishes
from Buddha to make us realize the
truth and the reality. And the linked

beads of Buddha'’s wish encircles
and ties our Gassho hands.

This is why we put onenju
around our palms when we do
Gassho. An onenju tries to keep our
Gassho lifestyle. It says, “Don't
forget you are filled with blind
passion...keep putting your hands
together...create a distance from
self-centeredness...this is the only
way to connect with the truth!”

These are the meanings of
holding onenju when attending a
Buddhist service.

Thank you very much for
gathering for today’s service.

Gassho,
Rev. Koen Kikuchi
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Marian Tsuji and Ray Uyéma be

came new

members of the Betsuin board of directors.

New directors elected, members
celebrate at general meeting-
New Year party at the Betsuin

There will be new faces at Betsuin
board meetings as two new directors
were unamimously elected at the
general membership meeting held
Feb. 26 at Otani Center.

The new directors are Ray Uyema
and Marian Tsuji, who, like all other
Higashi Hongwaniji Mission of
Hawaii officers and directors, are
elected to serve a two-year term.

We will feature the new directors in
future issues of Wa so that you can
know them better. Meanwhile, we
welcome both aboard and look
forward to their contributions and
insights to help the Betsuin navigate
through its second century in Hawaii.

Once the business portion of the
general meeting was done and over
with, it was time for the annual shinnen
enkai, or New Year gathering, starting
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Rev. Kita and Hana, kokoro &Mai Kikuchi of
the K& K Family Dance troupe let loose and
perform Pikotaro’s PPAP viral video routine.

with some serious grinding, with the
buffet menu including Chinese chicken
salad and cold ginger chicken in honor
of this toridoshi Year of the Rooster.

Following a skit by the Sunday
school kids, the Dharma Hawaiians
ukulele band played a medley of
favorite Japanese songs—from Haru
ga Kita to Kan Kan Musume —with
audience sing-along.

Ed Nakano gave Frank Sinatra and
Perry Como some competition before
Rev. Kita and the entire Kikuchi family
took the stage with“l have a pen..”

Super volunteers Carl Okuda and
Joyce Masaki, fixtures on the temple
grounds, were surprised with a special
gift card and sun hats for their work.

With valuable food and other gifts
awarded for lucky numbers, as well
as tons of Lucky Me! and bingo
prizes, there was something for
everyone. No one was allowed to go
home empty-handed.

Mahalo to all who contributed and
participated in this year’s fun event!

Materials available from public
lecture & joint dharma gathering

If you weren't at the Feb. 3-4
presentations by Dr. Nobuo Haneda,
director of the Maida Center of
Buddhism in Berkeley, you missed
some interesting discussion about the
similarities of Shakyamuni and Shinran
and how Buddhism is basically a
teaching of self-examination.

While not the same as being there
for Dr. Haneda'’s live delivery, we have
outlines and other materials you may
borrow that may help get you up to
speed. Contact the temple office at
531-9088 for more information.

The Makioka Sisters: “...a vitalizing
mix of emotions...” —New Yorker

This lyrical 1985 adaptation of the
beloved novel by Junichiro Tanizaki
was a late-career triumph for director
Kon Ichikawa.

Structured around the changing of
the seasons, The Makioka Sisters follows
the lives of four siblings (Keiko Kishi,
Yoshiko Sakuma, Sayuri Yoshinaga,
Yuko Kotegawa) who have taken on

Betsuin Wireless

their family’s kimono business in the
years leading up to World War Il. The
two oldest have husbands (Juzo ltami,
Koji Ishizaka) who married into the
family but according to tradition, the
youngest sister cannot wed until the
third, conservative and terribly shy
sister finds a husband.

This graceful study of a family at
a turning point in history is a
poignant evocation of changing
times and fading customs, shot in
rich, vivid colors.

Showtime: 6:30 pm, Tues., March 28,
140 min. Color. Japanese audio,
English subititles. Free admission.
Light refreshments, or bring to share.

THE MAKIOKA SISTERS
A film by Kon Ichikawa
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SHINSHU CENTER OF AMERICA (HIGASHI HONGANJI)

PUBLIC SEMINAR ON SHIN BUDDHISM

l Liberation through
il / Amida’s Wisdom

ge.. 8 Considerations of the Twelve Names in
" Praise of Inmeasurable Light

\ Rev. Dr. Michael Conway

Lecturer, Otani University, Japan

Saturday, March 18,2017, 1:00 pm

Free and Open to the Public
No background in Buddhism is required.
The Seminar will be followed by a Q&A.

Higashi Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii
1685 Alaneo Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 96817

Rev. Dr. Michael Conway

Rev. Dr. Conway was born in Chicago in 1976. He graduated from Northwestern University
with a degree in History in 1997. Soon after, he started attending the Buddhist Temple of
Chicagoin 1998. In 2003, he entered Otani University’s Graduate School in the Shin Buddhist
Studies Major. There, he served as Departmental Assistant in Otani University’s Department
for Shin Buddhist Studies from 2009 to 2011. He completed his Ph.D. in Shin Buddhist Stud-
iesin 2011. He served as the Managing Editor of The Eastern Buddhist academic journal from
2011 to 2015. He has been a Full Time Lecturer at Otani University since 2015. Rev. Dr. Conway
is also an ordained minister of the Shinsha Otani-ha (Higashi Honganiji).

Higashi Honganji Hawaii District Office
1685 Alaneo Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 96817
Tel & Fax: (808) 531-1231 Email: adminaloha@higashihonganji.org
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TEMPLE ACTIVITIES CALENDAR

MARCH APRIL
3/5 Sun 10am Shotsuki memorial service/ 4/2  Sun 10am HBCBuddha Day service
Sunday school Jodo Mission of Hawaii, 1538 Kewalo St.
3/5 Sun 12pm The Larger Sutra study class (No service at Betsuin)
led by Rev. Kikuchi in Japanese 4/9 Sun 10am Hanamatsuriservice/Sunday school
3/9 Thu 7pm The Larger Sutra study class 4/9  Sun 12pm The Larger Sutra study class
led by Rinban Kawawata in English led by Rinban Kawawata in Japanese
3/12 Sun 10am Sunday service/Sunday school Fukuhara conference room
3/14 Tue 3pm Ukulele class/band practice 4/11 Tue 3pm  Ukulele class/band practice
3/18 Sat 1pm  Shinshu Center of America public seminar Fukuhara conference room
“Liberation through Amida’s Wisdom” 4/13 Thu 7pm The Larger Sutra study c]ass '
Dr. Michael Conway at Otani Center led by Rinban Kawawata in English
3/19 Sun 10am Ohigan service/Sunday school Fukuhara conference room
3/19 Sun 12pm Betsuin board meeting 4/16 Sun 10am Shotsuki service/Sunday school
3/21 Tue 7pm  O-ké:Dharma discussion at Kaneohe 4/18 Tue 7pm  0-ko: Dharma discussion at Betsuin
3/26 Sun 10am Rennyo Shonin memorial service/ 4/23 Sun 10am Sunday service/Brainstorming
Sunday school 4/23 Sun 12pm Betsuin board meeting
3/26 Sun 12pm Omigaki polishing of altar items Fukuhara conference room
Volunteers needed to help 4/25 Tue 3pm  Ukulele class/band practice
3/26 Sun 12pm Art of Paper Folding class Fukuhara conference room
led by Jeanne Kawawata 4/25 Tue 6:30 pm Movie night: Key of Life (2012)
3/28 Tue 10am Shinran Shonin memorial service Fukuhara conference room
3/28 Tue 3pm Ukulele class/band practice 4/28 Fri 10am Shinran Shonin memorial service
3/28 Tue 6:30 pm Movie night: Makioka Sisters (1983) 4/30 Sun 10am Sunday service/Sunday school
Everyone is welcome to join the morning chanting held at 7 am daily (except on Sundays & the 28th day of the month) in the Betsuin main hall.




